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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 


Office Action Summary 


YAMANAKAETAL. 


ie correspondence ac 


1 )E1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 March 2004 . 
2a)El This action is FINAL. 2b)n Tliis action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E| Claim(s) 1.6.8.10 and 18-22 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 11-17 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) gl Claim(s) 1,6.8.10 and 18-22 is/are rejected. 

7) n Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) G The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)\3 accepted or bjD objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d; 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 


b)n Some * 
^.M Certified copies of 
2.n Certified copies of 
a.n Copies of the certi 
application from th 


e priority documents have been received. 

e priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

d copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
3l Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 


* See the attached detailed Office ac 


of the certified copies nt 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's remarks filed 3/22/04 have been entered and carefully considered. 
Applicant's arguments are not found persuasive of patentability for reasons set forth 
herein below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1, 18, and 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Harwood et al (6130292) or Auerbach (EP 709499) each in view of 
Fukata (4454189), as set forth in the previous three actions. 

For the reasons previously set forth, it is the examiner's position that the non- 
newtonian coefficient ranges taught in the prior art render obvious applicant's claimed 
ranges. Applicant failed to set forth sufficient evidence showing criticality for the 
narrower range. 

4. Claims 6, 8, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hanwood et al (61 30292) or Auerbach (BP 709499) each in view of Fukata 
(4454189) and Senga (EP 353717), as set forth in the previous three actions. 

Applicant's traversal of this rejection relies on the arguments set forth above. 
Said rejection is maintained. 
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5. Claims 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Harwood et a! (61 30292) or Auerbach (EP 709499) each in view of Fukata (4454189), 
Senga (EP 35371 7) and either Yu (5266674), Stoner et a! (5079079), or Ramsey 
(4923971 ), as set forth in the previous three actions. 

Applicant's traversal of this rejection relies on the arguments set forth above. 
Said rejection is maintained. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
IVIONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO IVIONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-IVIONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Pratt whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1480. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Friday from 9 to 5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be reached on 571-272-1478. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Christopher C. Pratt 
May 30, 2004 


yia C. Ruddock 

Primary Examiner 
Tech Center 1700 


